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12.1 Membership of the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee 

This is a regular or standard report. 

Manager: Karyn Ryan, Manager Risk and Compliance (Acting)  

Report Author: Mike Gostlow, Internal Auditor 

Contact Number: 8384 0132 

Attachments: 1. Email received from Mr Peter Mendo regarding meeting attendance 
(1 page) 

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of the report is to provide an update to the Audit, Risk, Value and 
Efficiency Committee (the Committee) in regard to membership of the Committee.  

 

2. Recommendations 

1. That: 

a. under the provisions of Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 
1999 an order be made that the public, with the exception of staff on 

duty, be excluded from attendance at the meeting in order to consider 
this item in confidence. 

b. the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee is satisfied that it is 
necessary that the public, with the exception of staff on duty, be 

excluded to enable the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee to 

consider the report at the meeting on the following grounds: 

Section 90(3)(a) information the disclosure of which would involve the 

unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs 
of any person (living or dead): 

c. accordingly, on this basis the principle that meetings of the Audit, Risk, 
Value and Efficiency Committee should be conducted in a place open to 

the public has been outweighed by the need to keep the information or 

discussion confidential. 

2. That the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee recommend to Council 

that it resolve to amend the Code of Practice – Proceedings of Meetings with 
immediate effect to enable Independent Members of Council committees to 

attend meetings via telephone or other electronic link, subject to the 

approval of the committee Chairperson prior to the meeting. 

3. That the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee note that, in 

accordance with Mr Mendo’s request, monthly pro-rata payments of the 
independent member’s allowance will be suspended for the remainder of the 

2015 calendar year in acknowledgement of Mr Mendo’s unavailability to 
participate in Committee meetings during 2015.  

4. That the matter of Membership of the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency 

Committee having been considered by the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency 
Committee in confidence under sections 90(2) and 90(3)(a) of the Local 
Government Act 1999 that an order be made under the provisions of 
sections 91(7)and (9) of the Local Government Act 1999 that the 

Membership of the Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee report and 

minutes (with the exclusion of point 2, if carried) of the Audit, Risk, Value 
and Efficiency Committee relating to discussion of the subject matter be 
kept confidential until 31 December 2016.  
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5. That, pursuant to section 91(9)(a) of the Local Government Act 1999, the 

Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee delegates the duty to conduct 
an annual review of the confidentiality order to the Chief Executive Officer, 

or their sub-delegate. 

6. That, pursuant to section 91(9)(c) of the Local Government Act 1999, the 

Audit, Risk, Value and Efficiency Committee delegates the power to revoke 

the confidentiality order to the Chief Executive Officer, or their sub-delegate. 

 

3. Background 

Due to work commitments, independent Committee Member, Mr Peter Mendo, has 
been unavailable to attend Committee meetings during 2015. 

At the meeting on 3 August 2015 the Committee considered the matter in 
confidence and resolved:  

‘That the Chairperson request a letter of ‘intention of attendance’ be provided by Mr 
Mendo to be tabled at the meeting of 14 September 2015.’ 

The Chairperson has discussed the matter with Mr Mendo, and a response has been 
received via email indicating that Mr Mendo: 

 wishes to remain as a member of the Committee 

 believes that his current employment status will make it easier for him to 
attend future meetings 

 ‘insists’ that he forgo his allowance for the remainder of the year 

 asks that Council undertake any action relevant to enable attendance at 
meetings ‘via phone, etc’. 

Mr Mendo’s email is provided as an attachment to the report. Contact details of the 
correspondents have been removed to maintain privacy. 

 

4. Financial Implications 

Mr Mendo has offered to forgo his allowance for membership of the Committee for 
the remainder of 2015. 

 

5. Risk and Opportunity Management 

Risk 

Identify Mitigation 

That confidential 
agenda items will not 
be discussed in 
confidence if a 
committee member is 
attending by telephone 
or other electronic link. 

 

Committee members are bound by the Code of 
Conduct for Council Members and chapter 5 part 4 of 
the Local Government Act 1999 relating to Conduct 
and Disclosure of Interests. 
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Opportunity 

Identify Maximising the opportunity 

To maximise the benefit 
to be gained from 
including independent 
members on Council 
committees. 
 

Independent committee members provide 
independent objective advice to Council. 

Giving independent members the ability to 
participate in meetings via telephone or other 
electronic link will increase the opportunity for the 
Committee and Council to leverage on their 
knowledge, experience and objective advice. 
 

To increase the 
likelihood that a 
quorum will be 
achieved for a meeting. 

The likelihood that a quorum will be present at all 
Committee meetings will be increased if independent 
members are able to attend meetings via telephone 
or other electronic link. 
  

 

6. Additional information 

The Committee’s Terms of Reference (TOR) provide that meetings will be held in 
accordance with: 

 Local Government Act 1999 (the Act) 

 Local Government (Procedures at Meetings) Regulations 2013 (the 

Regulations) 

 Council’s Code of Practice: Proceedings of Meetings 

 Council’s Code of Practice: Access to Meetings and Documents 2011. 

The TOR state that where these documents are silent, the Committee may 
determine its own meeting practice, processes and procedures within the 
parameters of the Act. 

The Act and Regulations do not permit elected members of a council to participate 
in meetings via telephone or electronic link. However, they do provide for 
participation in committee meetings in this manner subject to the procedures of a 
council or a committee. The Code is Council’s procedure relating to the conduct of 
meetings and does not specifically allow the option. 

Options available to resolve the matter of meeting attendance by Mr Mendo are: 

 The Committee recommend to Council that the Code be amended to enable 
telephone or other electronic attendance by Independent Members of the 
Committee, subject to specific conditions, such as:  

 at the discretion of the committee Chairperson 

 if approved in advance of the meeting. 

 The Committee recommend to Council that, if he cannot attend future 
meetings in person, Mr Mendo be asked to resign his position and action be 
taken to appoint a replacement independent member. 
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An amendment to the Code may be made at any time but requires a two-thirds 
majority vote of Council in favour of the change. The Code is currently under 
review, with a draft of the revised Code expected to be considered by Council in 
November this year. 

If the Committee desires Mr Mendo’s attendance at future meetings in 2015, it 
should recommend that Council amend the Code with immediate effect rather than 
at the November review. 

When appointing the Committee’s independent members, Council approved 
payment of an annual allowance. This is paid monthly on a pro-rata basis. Mr 
Mendo has requested that he forgo his monthly payments for the remainder of 
2015 in recognition of his inability to attend Committee meetings this year. In 
accordance with his request, following consideration of the report, monthly 
payments will be suspended for the remainder of 2015. 
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Attachment 1 
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