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Item 11.2 - Questions on Notice – Cr Holtham re credit card purchases 

Background 

On behalf of many concerned residents I am now seeking your formal response to a series 

of questions put by Today Tonight to Administration based on Council documents gained 

through Freedom of Information. The documents detail credit card expenditure undertaken 

by Council staff at the direction of Executive Staff, Councillors, the CEO Mr Mark Dowd, the 

Director’s Group and the Mayor Ms Rosenberg.  

The questions for which I seek answers on behalf of our community are as follows:  

2) Why conduct “Directors Group” lunches in expensive City restaurants rather than 

concentrating on local Onkaparinga businesses, if such lunches are necessary?  

2) Do you think ratepayers would consider it appropriate to use Council money to purchase 

Christmas presents for staff and Councillors?  

3) When attending awards ceremonies, (for example LGA Awards nights), why has it been 

the practice that Council executives stay overnight at the hotel venues at Council 

expense, rather than go home?  

4) What is the benefit to ratepayers in the CEO’s membership of the prestige Kooyonga 

golf club, particularly considering the Council district has its own Golf Club?  

5) The CEO Mr Dowd offered to repay his Kooyonga membership establishment fee of 

$6812 … has he done so?  

6) How do we justify  spending thousands of dollars on lawyers in what appears to the 

Ratepayers, as an attempt to block public access to the records of how it spends the 

public’s money? 

7) How do we justify tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of flowers being purchased to give 

to staff members?  

8) Is it appropriate that the CEO’s wife receives flowers in hospital at the rate-payers 

expense?  

9) Why does the Council often engage limousine hire car companies for transport to and 

from functions rather than taxis?  

10) Can we have an explanation as to why it is necessary for the Council to pay for the 

CEO’s Apple watch? (Particularly given he is also supplied with a phone and an ipad Pro 

and numerous accessories).  

11) How do we answer the public’s perception that it is extravagant to hire the Adelaide 

Oval’s facilities, along with Sky Walk, for a staff conference?  

12) How can we justify the considerable expenditure on alcohol and meals for staff and 

Councillors’ functions and meetings?  
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13) What is the current Council debt? 

Council’s statement did not answer Today Tonight’s questions. Regarding other payments, I 

have several other questions about further credit card purchases:  

Psychological testing/ appraisals/ psychometric appraisal and Psychological appraisal for TL 

development compliance and report conducted by Stilwell Management during the period 

13/1/15 to 23/9/15 Testing and appraisals 6 @ $1100.62 = $6603.72 Appraisal for TL 

development 1 @ 452.54 = $452.54 Total $7056.26 After September 2015 the task reverted 

back Council’s Human resources. The payments to Stilwell were paid on 5 different staff 

credit cards. The Administration procedures for Corporate Purchase Card is clear; “It is not 

to be used as an alternative to the more structured procurement process”.  

14) Why were these payments paid by credit rather than on invoices through the normal 

procurement process?  

15) Why were the payments on 5 separate credit cards?  

16) Why was the approved administrative process ignored? 

Further, Payments to SMA for use of Adelaide Oval facilities. 26/4/16 Deposit for 

Departmental Leadership meeting $1020.00 10/6/16 Corporate and City Services 

Director/Leadership Group catering $1985.00 21/7/16 Deposit for hire of Adelaide Oval 

facilities for Director Group and Managers off site meeting $2040.00 28/7/16 Balance of 

charges for hire of Adelaide Oval function room and including tours and climb $2981.46 

Total $8026.46 

17) Why was it necessary to spend $8026 for two offsite meetings at Adelaide Oval?  

18) Why was there even a need for an offsite meeting?  

19) If there was a genuine need, why were the multiple options to meet within the City of 

Onkaparinga including Council chambers at far less cost not availed of?  

Further to Council’s statement that Council uses a hire car service, and the costs are either 

comparable or cheaper than using a taxi, investigations have revealed  that the card data 

entry for 14-9-16 which shows the Director City Services hired a chauffeur-driven hire car to 

travel from Sellicks to Ashbourne at a cost of $160. A taxi company has been approached 

for a quote. The reply was, a cab trip would be between $90 and $100. This contradicts 

Council’s statement regarding comparative costs. The reason for the hire car trip was given 

as “late finish”.  

20) Given that Directors are provided with a fully serviced and maintained motor vehicle and 

free petrol for private as well as work use, why was a hire car used? 

21) What action are we taking to address the concerns expressed by ratepayers through the 

above questions? 

The responses to these questions will be included in the minutes of this meeting. 


