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Additional report 

9.11 COVID-19 (Coronavirus) community support grants 

 

This is a new proposal, concept or issue. 

Manager: Ynys Onsman, Manager Strategic Futures (Acting) 

Report Author: Dale Sutton, Team Leader Engagement and Grants 

Contact Number: 8384 0623 

Attachments: 1. Community wellbeing and resilience fund (2 pages) 

2. Essential technology fund – ‘Bridging the Digital Divide’ 

(2 pages) 

 

1. Purpose 

To provide potential grant funding options to support our local communities 
during the current COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic. 

 

2. Recommendations 

That Council: 

1. Approve the establishment of a COVID-19 (Coronavirus) community 

support grant with the following funding streams: 

a) Community wellbeing and resilience fund 

b) Essential technology fund – ‘Bridging the Digital Divide’ 

2. Approve allocation of funding for the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) community 

support grant from $100,000 of savings identified in the 2019-20 Budget 

through Budget Review 3. 

 

3. Background 

Community need 

The current COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic has affected our communities in a 
range of ways, including having a negative impact on: 

• mental health and community connectedness 

• physical health and wellbeing 

• financial security 

• food security. 

Anxiety levels have increased due to the virus, and many businesses have closed 
or changed the way they operate, resulting in job losses and a reduction in shifts 
and income. Individuals are more likely to be socially isolated because they are 
staying at home, and social contact is to be avoided. Our usual gathering places 
like work, community centres, restaurants and hotels are closed. Physical activity 
is more difficult due to the closure of sporting clubs, gyms and structured 
exercise groups, and the directives for people to stay at home. 

There are initiatives being implemented to address these issues by community 
groups, NGOs and state and federal governments, and there are also 
opportunities for council to provide support to our communities. 
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The grants proposed in this report are designed to fill the gap between what we 
are already doing, and other help available to our community. 

In order to be effective in helping alleviate current challenges, the grants must: 

• meet an identified need for community members not met via other means 

• be expedited to reach those in need as quickly as possible, with staff 
managing the assessment process and distribution of grants 

• be funded through savings in the existing budget, and therefore not add 
financial pressure to future budgets. 

What we are already doing 

The City of Onkaparinga already has a range of initiatives in place – both new 
and existing – that can help our communities. A report presented to the 31 
March Special Council Meeting (agenda item 2.2) provides information on our 
relief measures in response to COVID-19 at a cost of up to $430,000, including: 

• a longer period of time for ratepayers to pay fourth quarter rates 
instalments. 

• waiving lease and associated costs for community and sporting clubs using 
council facilities for a period of three months. 

Specifically relating to funding available for our communities, we also provide: 

• Our Grants and Sponsorship Program (a wide range of funding 
opportunities to support activities which benefit our communities). 

• Onkaparinga Funding Finder (a grant search tool, with a comprehensive list 
of Coronavirus support funding available for organisations). 

Other help already available for our communities 

There are a number of new and existing initiatives that can support individuals 
and organisations through the pandemic, including: 

• Free mental health support services (such as SA COVID-19 Mental Health 

Support Line, Beyond Blue, Lifeline Australia, Kids Helpline and Headspace) 

• Federal government support: 

− $17.6 billion economic plan to keep Australians in jobs, keep 
businesses in business and support households and the economy (12 
March announcement), including: 

• $4.8 billion to provide a one-off $750 stimulus payment to pensioners, 
social security, veteran and other income support recipients and eligible 
concession card holders. 

− Doubling of the Jobseeker Allowance (formerly known as Newstart) 
through the introduction of a temporary $550 per fortnight 
coronavirus supplement (22 March announcement). 

− $1.1 billion to support more mental health, Medicare and domestic 
violence services (29 March announcement). 

− $130 billion JobKeeper payment (30 March announcement). 

− Early childhood education and care relief package (2 April 
announcement). 

• State government support: 

https://www.onkaparingacity.com/files/sharedassets/public/agendas-and-minutes/council-meetings/special-council-meeting-31-march-2020-agenda.pdf
http://www.onkaparingacity.com/grants
https://onkaparinga.grantguru.com.au/quick-list-coronavirus/
https://onkaparinga.grantguru.com.au/quick-list-coronavirus/
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/economic-stimulus-package
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/press-conference-australian-parliament-house-act-22march
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/11-billion-support-more-mental-health-medicare-and-domestic-violence-services-0
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/130-billion-jobkeeper-payment-keep-australians-job
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/early-childhood-education-and-care-relief-package
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− Welfare calls activated for vulnerable people (30 March 
announcement) 

− $1 billion stimulus package to save SA jobs and businesses (26 March 
announcement), which included $650m Jobs Rescue Package (see 
separate 1 April announcement and 9 April announcement). 

It is not our intent to replicate any of these services and initiatives; we will direct 
our communities to these opportunities where possible, and target the gaps in 
the currently available support. 

Due to the constantly changing situation, we will be monitoring the pandemic 
situation as well as the support available from other agencies. 

Proposed funding options for immediate support to meet identified 
needs 

Staff working closely with our communities have identified how we could best 
support them during the COVID-19 pandemic. There is an opportunity to create 
two new funding streams to provide immediate support for our communities: 

Funding 
stream 

Target group 
Need being 
addressed 

Types of activities to 
be funded 

Community 
wellbeing and 
resilience 

(refer 
attachment 1) 

Individuals  
(via funding 
for community 
groups) 

Social isolation 

Mental health 

Financial security 

Food security 

Connection to and/or 
expansion of: 

• counselling services 

• wellbeing programs 

• support for the 
socially isolated 

• financial planning 
advice and support 

• employment and 
training programs 

• food programs. 

Community 
groups 

Increasing demand 
for existing services 

Adapting services to 
an online or 
contactless model 

Demand for new 
services 

Expansion or 
adaptation of current 
programs, or creation 
of new programs as 
above. 

Essential 
technology 
fund – 
‘Bridging the 
Digital Divide’ 

(refer 
attachment 2) 

Socially 
isolated 
individuals 

Social isolation 
through lack of 
equipment to remain 
digitally connected 
and functioning with 
on-line services e.g. 
Centrelink and 
access to 
information. 

Funds towards the 
purchase of equipment 
that will support social 
connectivity and access 
to services and 
information. 

 

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/new-covid-19-welfare-calls-activated-for-our-most-vulnerable
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/pubs,-clubs-and-adelaide-oval-benefit-from-governments-jobs-rescue-package
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$10,000-emergency-cash-grants-for-small-businesses-impacted-by-covid-19
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4. Financial Implications 

The estimated cost of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) community support grant is 
$100,000 made up of the following funding streams: 

• Community wellbeing and resilience fund $50,000 

• Essential technology fund – ‘Bridging the 
Digital Divide’ 

$50,000 

It is proposed that the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) community support grant is 
funded through savings identified in the 2019-20 Budget in Budget Review 3. 

Grant administration, including promotion, processing and acquittal, will be 
managed within existing resources. 

 

5. Risk and Opportunity Management 

Risk 

Identify Mitigation 

How will we know who 
most needs our 
support? 

The Grants Unit will work closely with the 
Community Capacity section to deliver the grant 
program and ensure the funding goes to where it is 
most needed and will have the greatest impact. Part 
of the grant process will include an assessment of 
individual needs and will target ‘hard to reach’ 
community members. 

The amount of support 
we are offering is not 
sufficient to meet the 
needs of our 
communities. 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our 
communities is significant, and we cannot resolve it 
through grant funding alone. We know more support 
is needed, however the $100,000 proposed will 
provide much needed assistance to those who need 
it most in our communities. 

The federal and state 
government might 
provide funding support 
to organisations, 
duplicating this grant 
program. 

There is funding already available from other levels 
of government, but it is not addressing the needs 
that this grant program is addressing. More financial 
assistance may become available in the coming 
weeks, but our communities need immediate 
support. A clause in the relevant funding streams will 
ensure those eligible for other funding as being 
ineligible for these grants. 

These grant program 
supports the immediate 
need, but what if the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
prolonged and more 
need emerges in the 
months ahead? 

We will monitor the situation and if additional 
support is needed a further report will be presented 
to Council for consideration. 
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Opportunity 

Identify Maximising the opportunity 

Proactively support our 
communities to help 
them recover faster. 

Acting quickly to support our communities now will 
help them recover faster once the COVID-19 
pandemic is over. 

Provide funding to our 
communities promptly. 

The dates in the attachments are indicative only, 
and if we can move faster to provide funding to our 
communities we will. 

So that the funds can be allocated as quickly as 
possible, it is proposed that the assessment and 
funding allocation is managed under existing 
financial delegations. It is proposed that staff 
undertake the assessment and determine the 
funding allocations to expedite the process, and 
enable us to meet the immediate needs of our 
communities. 

Our communities will 
also need support once 
the COVID-19 
pandemic is over. 

It is likely the federal and state governments will 
provide support packages for post-pandemic 
recovery This will need to be considered by Council 
at a later date once more information is available. 
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