THE HISTORY OF
YOUR HOUSE
Researching property in South Australia

LAND TITLES

One of the most important resources for researching where you
live are land titles. Firstly, it is helpful to understand the history of
land transactions in South Australia.
From 1837 to 1858 deeds were registered with the General
Registry Office. In 1858 the Real Property Act, founded by
Robert Torrens, was legislated. The aim was to create a public
register of titles, overseen by a government authority, for the
free and secure trade of land. The Torrens Title system was
adopted by other states and countries.
Some of the early grants and deeds were brought under the Real
Property Act, but this was not necessary. For those that remained
under the old system, the records are retained by the
Government at the Old Systems Titles Office, which is now closed
to the public. Access to these records is by request through Land
Services SA in Adelaide.
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REAL PROPERTY ACT (TORRENS) TITLES
Quick link:
Titles under the Real Property Act (from 1858) have been digitised and
made available through the Land Services SA portal, SAILIS (South
Australian Integrated Land Information System).

https://sailis.lssa.com.au/home/public

SAILIS is available to the general public as guest users. To familiarise
yourself with how it works, make use of their help guides and video tutorials.
While you cannot view current titles, you can perform child-parent title
searches to take you back further.

There are various ways to conduct a property search. If you already know the current volume and folio number of the
property address, you can go directly to a Title Image Search.
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If you want to search by the current address, go to Property Search.
This will bring you to a current title number. Note the CT number at
the top of the page. You will have to use this to do a Child-Parent
search (under the Land Search tab). Follow the blue parent CT
numbers until you get to the most recent historical title you can view.
You will be brought to what appears to be an order page (see below).
Click the small acknowledgement box and then Confirm Order.
A PDF of the certificate of title will download.

To search for a person by name, to see if they owned property,
you can do so using the Historical Name Index Search (under
Image Search).
You can only search by the first letter of the
surname. The years are divided into periods from
1858 onwards. You may have to search them all to
capture later transactions that might occur when a
person dies or sells their land. You might miss
people who are in the old system titles. If your
ancestor did not own land, he/she may still appear
as a leaseholder.

A list of search results will appear, which may be numerous pages. The lists are alphabetical, so keep that in mind as you
open the pages to find the name of your ancestor.
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The description will give the section
number of land within the Hundred, and
the volume and folio number which you
will need for the Title Search.
The volumes for early years are in
roman numerals.

Interested in finding out more about the
Hundred divisions? To view Hundred survey
maps, see the State Library collection here:
https://maps.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/series/h
undreds_SA_63360/
Tip: The Hundred of Noarlunga extends in the
north from the Sturt River to the Onkaparinga
River in the south. Go to N in the directory to
find Noarlunga and select one of the maps PDF is easier to view.

Once you have your volume and folio number, you can perform a Title Search. If it is not the first title under the Real
Property Act, you may see at the top of the title reference to earlier title numbers, which will be useful for accessing earlier
titles.
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Example of a title from the 1950s

Information includes: name of title holder and date of current title, earlier title numbers (if they exist), description
of the land and illustration, and transfers and other transactions.
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COUNCIL RATES ASSESSMENTS

Council rates assessments are another vital record to determine who owned land, leased land, and where.
District Councils were formed at different times in South Australia. From their inception, rates assessments
were collected, usually biannually. They typically record the name of the ratepayer, the owner or landlord, the
section number of the property, the town or area name, the acreage and buildings situated there, and the value
of the assessment, that is, rates collected.
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You can find council rates assessments at State Records of South Australia.
In some instances, public libraries may also hold copies, or transcriptions, of these records. You will need to
know the district name, as it was, at the time period you are searching.
Onkaparinga Libraries have book one for the District of Morphett Vale 1854-1868, and some transcriptions for
the Districts of Willunga and Aldinga, available at Noarlunga Library.

NEWSPAPERS

You can find out a lot about where people lived from early newspapers. Use these to complement your search of
land records. Often land sales were advertised, as were auctions of people's property when they decided to up
sticks and move away.
Need more help? Contact the Local History Officer at Onkaparinga Libraries, or come along to one of our dropin sessions at Noarlunga, Aldinga and Hub Libraries, during opening hours. Contact us for more information.
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