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4 CITY OF ONKAPARINGA

The Environment Strategy 
incorporates how we manage our 
waterways, coastal areas, 
native vegetation and the 
provision of waste and  
recovery services.  

Across all of our activities we are 
responding to a changing climate 
which governs how we design our 
infrastructure and the streets where 
people live. 

This Strategy lead document 
demonstrates our policy approach 
to environmental sustainability and 
in particular, our roles and principles 
which are then applied in each of 
the following chapters to meet our 
communities’ objectives:

• Coast and natural resources

• Green buildings, streets and city

• Climate adaptation

• Waste and resource recovery

Our natural 
environment is valued 
and we work together 
to preserve, protect and 
improve its condition, 
manage natural 
hazards and adapt to 
changes.

The Community Plan 2035 identifies 
the Environment Strategy as one of 
ten strategies that together deliver 
on our communities’ vision of Strong 
Vibrant Communities. Appendix 1 
provides more detail and context.

Our natural environment is valued 
highly by our communities and by the 
visitors to our region. The landscapes 
and vistas of the Willunga Ranges, 
the Onkaparinga estuary and our 
coastline help to define our identity 
and our sense of arriving in the 
‘south’. 

As a council we shape our 
environment through the 
management of our natural 
resources and the design of our 
urban neighbourhoods and  
open space. 

The Environment Strategy 2014–19 
outlines how we can work together 
to support and protect our local 
ecosystems so that they can thrive 
and be enjoyed by those who live 
in and visit our region. We live in a 
growing area, defined by a mix of 
land uses and historic degradation, 
which has placed pressure on our 
natural resources. 

There are also some positive trends 
to celebrate and build on such as 
improved recycling rates and the 
reuse of water, as well as a jump 
in the number of solar cells on 
household roofs. This is an era  
where conserving natural resources 
can be both viable and attractive.

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
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LIVEABLE  
CONNECTED  
CITY

STRONG VIBRANT COMMUNITIES

VIBRANT 
RESILIENT 
COMMUNITES

COMMUNITY CAPACITY  
& CULTURE STRATEGY

HEALTHY ACTIVE LIFESTYLES 
STRATEGY

COMMUNITY SAFETY STRATEGY

PROSPEROUS 
ECONOMY ECONOMIC GROWTH & 

INVESTMENT STRATEGY

INTEGRATED MOVEMENT 
& TRANSPORT STRATEGY

SUSTAINABLE 
ENVIRONMENTS

ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

COUNCIL OF 
EXCELLENCE

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY 
STRATEGY

CORPORATE SERVICES STRATEGY

LAND USE STRATEGY

PLACEMAKING STRATEGY

4.1 - Valued natural resources
4.2 -  Green streets, buildings and city
4.3 -  Manage environmental change 

and natural hazards

Objectives
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31km of coast

4 dedicated  
conservation areas

2 sanctuary zones

52 conservation  
volunteer sites

26 environment groups

8 threatened flora species 
found in Council reserves

30% of homes have solar 
panels 

841ha of remnant vegetation 
is managed by council

24 wetlands and water 
detention basins

9.6gL water recycled annually

140 vineyards and orchards 
irrigated with recycled water 
(over 2,000ha)

500 homes in Seaford Rise 
use recycled water 

2,700 street trees and  
35,000 local native tubestock 
planted each year 

30,000t green waste and 
recyclables reprocessed 
annually

500t scrap metal recycled

The Numbers
Key environment 
features and figures are 
outlined in the following 
diagrams. Some of these 
are the responsibility of 
state government and 
private enterprise. 



7ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 2014–19 

Moana

Seaford Meadows

Port Noarlunga

Sellicks Beach

Port Willunga

Christies Beach

Port Stanvac

Willunga

BOWERING

HILL

Glenelg

BLACKWOOD

TONSLEY

FLINDERS UNI
MEDICAL CTRE

ABERFOYLE HUB

District Council 
of Yankalilla

City of Mitcham

City of Marion

District Council 
of Mt Barker

MITCHAM

EDWARDSTOWN

ADELAIDE
AIRPORT

McLaren Vale

Kangarilla

Kuitpo
Forest

Mt Bold 
Dam

Onkaparinga 
River
National Park

Aldinga 
Scrub
National Park

Clarendon

HALLETT COVE

0

SCALE BAR

JULY 2014

1 2 3 km

ADELAIDE CBD

NOARLUNGA REGIONAL 
CENTRE

SEAFORD DISTRICT
CENTRE

LONSDALE 

INDUSTRIAL 

AREA

MARION

4 5

ONKAPARINGA RIVER

Reservoir

Water Processing Plant /Desalination Plant

Marine Protected Area

Reef

National Park /Conservation Area

Coastal Vegetation

Wetlands

WOODCROFT

DEH Reserves

Aquatic Reserves

Recycled Water Network

Detention Ponds

Roadside Marker Sites

Native Vegetation

Seaford Train

Legend

TO VICTOR HARBOR

 

Scott Creek
Conservation

ALDINGA DISTRICT
CENTRE



8 CITY OF ONKAPARINGA

Our Policy Statements 
underpin all significant 
decision-making and 
assist us to determine 
the best course of action. 

They outline how we 
provide environmental 
programs and 
services, manage our 
biodiversity reserves, 
coast, waterways and 
buildings, and design 
and plan for our urban 
and rural areas.

People first

Our climate guides the design of 
our public spaces and infrastructure. 
Community safety and comfort will 
be improved by designing the built 
environment to alleviate the impacts 
of changing climates.

Having access to nature is important 
for our health and wellbeing, and 
promotes a sense of custodianship. 

Community initiative and leadership 
will be supported and encouraged 
through environmental grants, 
awards and volunteer support. 

We seek to conserve, restore and 
create natural spaces and activate 
community interest and involvement 
in these areas. 

Equity

Our ecosystems are maintained  
and enhanced so that they  
continue to provide benefits,  
amenity and enjoyment to others 
beyond our lifetime. 

Community initiated approaches 
to localised energy, water and food 
systems build self-reliance and 
resilience to the impacts of climate 
change and the costs of living.

Strengths

Our environmental features such as 
the coast, the Onkaparinga River, 
the bush and the hills are celebrated, 
and provide a point of difference 
with other regions. We reflect this 
through our recreation opportunities, 
tourism and events, and when 
attracting investment. 

We attribute value to the natural 
assets that we own and the 
ecosystem services they provide 
to our community eg trees cooling 
urban streets and dunes providing a 
buffer to housing and infrastructure.

Understanding

Our environmental planning is 
based on scientific evidence and 
practice, applied research and 
shared experience from local groups 
and individuals. Our dialogue with 
our communities is ongoing.

POLICY STATEMENTS
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Resourcefulness

Our services and operational 
activities are designed to make  
the most of finite natural resources 
and to preference the use of 
renewable materials.

Infrastructure is designed to protect 
and enhance local ecosystems and 
mimic natural processes where 
possible eg minimising stormwater 
run-off and filtering with reedbeds. 
These systems require active 
management and this is reflected  
in our project costs.

Planning for natural resource 
management is most effective when 
considering the landscape as a 
whole including conservation areas, 
agricultural and urban landscapes. 
We will work with land managers, 
state government, volunteers and 
other groups to progress landscape-
scale change. 

Protecting and conserving our 
existing local ecosystems and  
natural assets, and minimising 
threats is our top priority.

Our costings and project design 
criteria include operating costs  
as well as capital costs. 

We use our purchasing power to 
stimulate sound environmental 
standards in the projects and 
services that we buy.

Investment

We seek opportunities to attract 
industries to our region that provide 
environmental services or improve 
environmental outcomes. 

Strategic approach

Limiting environmental impact will be 
integral to our services, sponsorship 
and grant funding programs, and 
our construction and maintenance 
activities. This will involve calculating 
both risk and benefit.

Environmental priorities will come 
from relevant actions outlined 
in the Community Plan and the 
Environment Strategy and its 
chapters. More opportunistic  
actions not covered in these plans 
will be determined with reference  
to our Environment Roles  
and Principles. 

Ongoing management of facilities, 
services and programs will be 
facilitated by management plans, 
adaptive management processes 
and regular structured reporting  
on performance. 
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Creating a Sustainable 
Environment involves 
action by key stakeholders 
across the region.

ROLES
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Natural Resource 
Management Boards

Regulates water affecting activities 
and allocations for surface and 
groundwater.

Part funding environmental, 
biodiversity programs. Landholder 
technical advice, training, school 
education and curriculum support. 

Pest management.

Universities and 
Cooperative Research

Applied research for improving 
environmental outcomes eg 
water sensitive urban design and 
adapting to climate change.

Educating future environmental 
practitioners. 

Community and Indigenous 
Groups

The Kaurna are linked by spiritual 
and cultural bonds to this land.

Community groups devote time 
to care for and monitor natural 
places eg friends groups in 
conservation areas, Coastcare, 
reef monitoring, Hooded Plover 
monitoring, and bushland 
restoration through Bush for  
Life sites. 

Groups advocate for the  
protection of the environmental 
values of the region eg Friends  
of Willunga Basin.

Businesses

Developers and housing sector 
design and construct greenfield, 
infill developments.  

Recycled water supplied to  
primary producers by Water 
Utilities Australia. 

Landfill sites and resource  
recovery, composting, kerbside 
recycling, e-waste, reprocessing 
construction waste.

SUSTAINABLE 
ENVIRONMENTS

Council 

Service Provider, Owner/
Custodian, Advocate, Initiator/
Facilitator, Information/Promoter 
(see next page)

State and Federal 
Government

Legislates and sets policy for 
environment protection.

Manages Onkaparinga National 
Park, Sturt Gorge, Aldinga, 
Scotts Creek and Moana Sands 
Conservation areas.

Funds public transport and major 
transport infrastructure, grant 
funding for trails and MOSS.

Legislates and sets policy for 
planning and development eg the 
McLaren Vale Protected Area.

Regulates standards for energy 
efficiency in housing. Manages 
waste-water plants at Christies 
Beach and Aldinga, treats water 
for piping to homes in Seaford 
Meadows.

Legislates for the protection of 
threatened species and ecosystem 
communities. 

Grant funding for water recycling 
infrastructure and other programs. 

Schools

Environmental education and 
inspiring children to enjoy and 
value nature.

Residents and Visitors

People choose to live here and 
to visit because they value the 
‘lifestyle’. This attraction is in part 
due to our coastline, Willunga 
Basin and the expansive views 
towards the Sellicks Hill Range. 

NRM Resource Centre

Willunga Environment Centre is 
a hub for residents, landholders, 
landcare and activist groups. 
Courses, information, practical 
resources such as tools.
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Being clear about 
our role, and those 
of others, ensures we 
can stay focused on 
our responsibilities, 
avoids duplication 
of services, and 
encourages productive 
and sustainable 
partnerships.

The following Roles are in line with 
the Local Government Act 1999, 
and are cognisant of the actions 
of other agencies and groups. See 
the Community Plan 2035 for more 
information regarding each of the 
role headings. 

SERVICE PROVIDER 

Regulatory 

Council acts as a local planning 
authority under the Development 
Act to minimise the impacts and risks 
of sea level rise, impacts on coastal 
zones, flooding and bushfire risks.  
We ensure that the environmental 
impacts of developments are 
assessed, including stormwater 
run-off, significant trees and native 
vegetation. 

Direct

Council is responsible for the 
protection of the soil, air and water 
on our land and where we work. 
We will establish work practices and 
reporting systems to ensure that we 
do not harm ecosystems.

Council will plan for, provide and 
manage kerbside and drop-off waste 
and recycling services, stormwater 
management and effluent disposal 
schemes. 

We undertake services, capital works 
and other projects that integrate 
environmental outcomes into their 
design and delivery. This includes the 
management of bushland reserves, 
wetlands, watercourses, coastal 
reserves and infrastructure; as well 
as offices and community buildings 
that are leased by the community.

Part

Council may contribute funds and/or 
in-kind resources for environmental 
activities or opportunities that 
are the responsibility of state or 
federal government or the private 
sector provided there is significant 
community benefit eg. the 
management of crown land. This will 
often involve partnering agreements. 

Small grant funding will be available 
for non-profit groups and schools for 
environmental projects.

Agent 

Council will act as an agent for 
environmental programs which are 
funded by other agencies provided 
there is a significant environmental 
benefit and it does not significantly 
impact on in-kind resources and 
existing projects and services eg. 
the Natural Resource Management 
Education Program and e-waste 
collection.
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OWNER CUSTODIAN

Council will provide and be 
responsible for land, infrastructure, 
facilities and natural assets 
associated with the Direct Service 
Provider role, outlined above. This 
will include watercourses, wetlands, 
stormwater detention basins, 
recycled water networks, street 
trees, bushland reserves, coastal 
vegetation, cliffs, dunes and 
interpretive signage.

Our design, asset management, 
contracting, and service delivery  
will consider:

• the impact of climate change

•  reducing our reliance on  
non-renewable resources

•  increasing efficiency in use  
of natural resources

•  reducing waste in our operations 
including the reuse of materials

• use of recycled materials

• harnessing renewable energy

•  protecting and encouraging 
biodiversity. 

•  protecting and enhancing the 
urban forest

ADVOCATE

Council will advocate to state 
and federal government, private 
businesses, peak environmental 
organisations and potential investors 
to provide or contribute to services, 
programs and infrastructure that will 
improve environmental outcomes. 

Council will advocate for high 
environmental standards in 
government policy and regulations, 
and on land owned by state 
government and private developers.

Council will advocate for high 
environmental standards from 
agencies working in our region  
and on Council land.

INITIATOR/FACILITATOR

Council will bring together 
community groups, businesses, 
regional councils and government 
agencies to develop a planned 
response to climate change.

We will join or bring together 
agencies, groups and individuals 
to collectively resolve local 
environmental issues, improve 
environmental outcomes and  
build knowledge.

We will seek regional solutions to 
address environmental issues and 
to improve the efficient delivery of 
services eg. Southern Resources 
Waste and Recycling Authority.

INFORMATION PROVIDER/
PROMOTER

Council will promote services  
and programs that enable  
individuals to reduce their impact  
on natural resources and to inspire 
the community to value our  
natural assets.

We will provide opportunities  
for learning and the exchange 
of ideas through our Sustainable 
Onkaparinga workshops, 
information stands and  
community events. 

Council will award merit in 
individuals or groups who are 
making a positive contribution  
to the environment through the  
Civic Awards. 

We will provide information 
(excluding commercial in confidence) 
to other agencies and business that 
may help guide investment, such as 
waste recovery and vegetation data. 



14 CITY OF ONKAPARINGA

Environmental 
sustainability requires a 
collective effort from all 
levels of government, the 
non-government sector, 
local businesses and 
communities. 

TRENDS

The City of Onkaparinga monitors 
key indicators of environmental 
health and provides a snapshot as 
part of the Community Wellbeing 
Monitor. The latest data adjacent 
highlights current trends compared 
to baseline data from 2009. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY OVERVIEW OF TRENDS

City-wide greenhouse  
gas emissions

There has been a decline in the total and per 
capita volume of greenhouse gas emissions, 
largely in the residential and commercial 
sectors, reflecting state-wide trends.

City-wide energy consumption

There has been an increase in overall 
and per capita energy, particularly in 
the electricity generation, transport and 
manufacturing sectors. These increases 
reflect increased energy use across the state.

There has been a real revolution in how we generate energy  
across the state and in individual households. Energy consumption 
has increased across the city, but our greenhouse emissions have 
remained fairly constant due to the high percentage of electricity 
that is being generated from renewable energy across the state, 
largely from wind farms.

Our rooftops have also become power generators with 30% of all 
houses in the City of Onkaparinga installing solar panels, one of 
the highest concentrations in the nation.  

Our council operations are becoming less carbon intensive too, 
with a 30% drop in our emissions since 2010 and 35% of our 
energy now sourced from renewables. 

Our use of solar power in council is also growing with 55kW 
already installed on community buildings and our most significant 
roll-out of solar power is planned for 2014–2016.

WASTE

Community waste to landfill

There has been a decrease in both the  
total and per capita volume of waste sent  
to landfill. 

We have become keen recyclers with the amount of waste  
diverted per person rising from 26kg in 2002 to 165kg in 2013. 

This success is due to the increased capacity for recycling in  
our kerbside system, particularly the introduction of the green 
waste bin, and the willingness of householders and businesses  
to embrace the recycling message.

We have built on this success in 2014 by finding markets for a 
greater number of recyclables, which means we are producing  
less waste at less cost. 

Our focus for the next five years is to build on local economic 
opportunities in waste recovery, and to improve our waste  
diversion rate through ongoing community education.

Contamination remains a challenge though, with 27% of the 
contents found within kerbside waste bins able to be recycled  
or composted.

We will continue to educate the community to recover their waste 
by delivering over 150 talks to community groups and schools each 
year and delivering composting and worm farming workshops.



16 CITY OF ONKAPARINGA

WATER OVERVIEW OF TRENDS

Amount of water consumption

Overall water consumption across the  
city has decreased. Non-residential  
and commercial water use decreased 
significantly while residential water use 
increased slightly.

Volume of stormwater and 
wastewater reuse

There has been an increase in the volume  
of stormwater and wastewater used across 
the city. The volume of treated stormwater 
and wastewater has increased by over 9%  
to 9.6gL since 2008. 

The water in our region is mainly used in residential homes and 
gardens (83%). Although there has been a slight increase in water 
use, there has been a permanent trend towards water saving since 
the drought when water saving initiatives and incentives were 
introduced and water restrictions were mandatory.

The volume of water recycled is continuing to increase. The City of 
Onkaparinga’s $55m Water Proofing the South project has made 
a significant contribution and with Stages 1 and 2 complete, the 
council now has the capacity to capture, store, treat and reuse 3.6 
billion litres of stormwater annually. The equivalent of almost 1,500 
Olympic size swimming pools.

The project includes an integrated system of aquifers, seven 
wetlands and a 23km pipe network across the city that supplies 
water to parks, reserves, schools and sports fields.

We are seeking further economic development outcomes too, by 
offering an alternative source of water for industrial customers, 
developers and civil contractors. A recent example was the 
widening of the Southern Expressway.

This work is complementary to the Willunga Basin Water scheme 
which was started by a group of primary producers in 1999. 
Treated wastewater from the Christies Beach Wastewater Plant is 
delivered via a 120km pipeline to 140 landholders in the McLaren 
Vale region who use it to irrigate over 4,000 acres of grapes,  
olives and other fruits.

COAST

Condition of reefs in the city

Condition of the coastal 
environment in the city

Our coastline supports important habitats for marine life and is 
also our most popular recreation area. Competing land uses are  
a feature of the coast.

The 2012 Reefwatch report states that the Noarlunga North  
and South Reef is largely unchanged in condition however they 
both are considered at risk and have shown signs of decline  
since surveys began.

The EPA and the AMLR NRM Board both monitor water quality  
in our region. Council is continuing to work with developers  
on standards to reduce and filter stormwater runoff before it 
reaches the coast.
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BIODIVERSITY

Number of indigenous plantings

The number of indigenous plantings in 
conservation areas has remained constant.

Number of conservation  
volunteer sites

The number of overall conservation sites  
has increased slightly due to increased 
efforts in conservation activities. 

The condition of remnant vegetation on council land has improved 
due to an increased on-ground effort and by adopting a more 
strategic and adaptive management approach.  

With only 9% of the original vegetation remaining in the Adelaide 
and Mt Lofty Ranges Region we are continuing to conserve and 
restore existing remnant vegetation as our first priority.

We are also embarking on our largest ever creek restoration 
project. Over the next five years, the Urban Creek Recovery Project 
will restore 35 creeks across 9 catchments with a total combined 
length of 51km. 

By removing the exotic plants that have been choking and blocking 
access to these waterways, we will be both supporting our local 
wildlife and opening up new recreational areas for our kids  
to explore. 

The establishment of Councils Nature Conservation Nursery has 
also resulted in an increase in the number of plants grown for 
conservation to an average of 20–30,000 plants annually. 

There is a growing appreciation of our natural heritage with local 
indigenous plants now used widely in the landscaping of streets 
and parks, and increasingly in home gardens. 

Volunteers are supporting 52 conservation and coastal sites and 
are seeking to attract younger participants to encourage  
a generational change. 

EMERGING ISSUES

Awareness and preparedness  
of natural hazards
 

The impacts of extreme events will be felt most keenly at the local 
level and may require changes to planning rules, stormwater 
infrastructure standards, streetscape design and emergency 
responses. 28% of respondents to a local survey indicated that  
they were aware of climate change factors such as drought, sea 
level rise, warmer temperatures, bushfires, extreme weather events  
and ecosystem impacts. 

Council is identifying priority climate change adaption actions  
as part of the Resilient South Project in collaboration with the  
cities of Holdfast Bay, Marion and Mitcham. Its focus is to ensure 
that our businesses, communities and environments can be more 
resilient to the impacts of climate change. 
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The environmental 
strategy has links with 
our 9 other strategies.

Typical aspects of their relationships 
are summarised below.

i

ENVIRONMENT  

STRATEGY

Designing our public places 
to suit our climate makes 
them more comfortable 
and attractive places to visit 
and encourage us to go 
out and congregate with 
others, adding to the life 
of our neighbourhoods. 
Protection of our natural 
features recognises the unique 
character of our places.

Placemaking

Supporting alternatives to car 
travel enables us to commute 
by cycling, bus and rail, and 
reduces our dependence on 
fossil fuels.

Integrated Movement 
& Transport 

Planning for bushfires, 
flooding events and other 
emergencies. Reducing 
the impacts on people and 
infrastructure. Balancing risks 
such as fire with the ecosystem 
benefits, amenity and cooling 
of vegetated areas.

Community Safety

We benefit economically 
from our natural areas, 
attracting visitors who enjoy 
the coast and rural regions 
and spend money in local 
businesses. Our agricultural 
and horticultural industries 
rely on the services that 
nature provides such as 
pollination, water filtering 
and building healthy soil. 
The conservation ethic has 
now become profitable with 
recycling, composting and 
water recycling all becoming 
thriving businesses that create 
local employment.

Economic Growth & 
Investment

Seeking greater efficiency 
and environmental outcomes 
from our services to the 
community eg. waste services 
and streetlighting. Reassessing 
how we value our natural 
assets trees. 

Financial Sustainability

Sensitive and hazardous 
areas, including flooding 
and bushfire are identified 
within the Development Plan 
for the safety of residents 
and the protection of habitat 
areas and ecosystem services. 
The Coastal Conservation 
Zone, Conservation Zone, 
Open Space Zone, Watershed 
Protection Zone and Hills 
Face Zone control some 
development activities 
to protect our natural areas, 
and primary production 
areas are protected through 
the Character Preservation 
District legislation.

Land Use 

Kaurna stories and heritage 
are imbued in places such 
as the Tjilbruke Trail and 
Ochre Point. Our local culture 
is infused with our natural 
environment, and provides 
inspiration for art and is 
celebrated at events such as 
surfing carnivals and the Tour 
Down Under. Community-led 
proposals such as the Mid 
Coast Surfing Reserve seek 
to honor our living history.  
Our experience of heat waves, 
bushfires and flooding is 
that the most vulnerable are 
the most affected. Building 
resilience in a changing 
climate goes beyond 
planning for extreme events, 
to recognising that some 
groups are more affected than 
others by everyday costs such 
as energy, water and food. 

Community Capacity  
& Culture

Ensuring council services 
do not harm local or remote 
ecosystems. Increasing 
efficiency in our services 
and operations and reducing 
greenhouse emissions from 
our buildings, fleet, and the 
waste we produce.

Corporate Services

Walking and cycling 
for leisure improves our 
wellbeing. Our trails, reserves, 
riverine and coastal recreation 
areas are opportunities 
to improve biodiversity 
and to enjoy nature. 

Healthy Active Lifestyles
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Resourcing for 
a sustainable 
Environment.

Total expenditure

As shown in Fig 1, below, based 
on 2013/14 figures, environment 
activities comprise around 16% 
(around $23.7m) of Council 
expenditure. 

This is the total combined operating 
and project costs, excluding 
depreciation. 

Income

We receive around $3.2m in grants 
and other funding associated 
with resourcing a sustainable 
Environment that offsets our 
expenditure. 

This comprises 19% (around $21.9m) 
and, with respect to the previous 
graph, excludes the $3.2m grants/
income, $0.4m loan funding and 
0.3m transfer from the Reserve.

Expenditure includes: 

• Waste and recycling

• Coastal management

•  Community wastewater 
management 

• Water Proofing the South

• Stormwater management

•  Remnant management, 
revegetation, weed control  
and tree management

• NRM Education

•  Sustainable Onkaparinga 
workshops

GUIDELINES AND RESOURCING

a b c

d

e

f

g

i

h

a. Economic Growth & Investment 2%

b. Placemaking  3%

c. Land Use 3%

d. Community Safety 7%

e. Healthy Active Lifestyles 10%

f. Community Capacity & Culture 11%

g. Environment 16%

h. Integrated Movement & Transport 19%

i. Corporate Services, 
Financial 29%
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Our natural 
environment is valued 
and we work together 
to preserve, protect and 
improve its condition, 
manage natural 
hazards and adapt  
to changes.

The following Strategic Actions from 

the Community Plan summarise 

our direction for a sustainable 

Environment.

COAST & NATURAL ASSETS

•  Maximise the efficient use and 

reuse of all our water resources. 

•  Minimise polluting discharge 

to our waterways and water 

dependent ecosystems, including 

the marine environment. 

•  Protect our coastal amenity and 

manage coastal access.

•  Protect and restore local 

biodiversity and integrate natural 

spaces into our urban areas.

•  Advocate for protection of 

our coastal reefs and marine 

environment.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

GREEN STREETS, BUILDINGS 
AND CITY

•  Increase the uptake of 

renewable energy and low 

emissions technologies and 

related economic development 

opportunities. 

•  Improve the efficient use of energy 

and reduce peak demand and 

greenhouse emissions.

•  Integrate environmental 

sustainability considerations 

into land use planning and 

urban development including 

the application of sustainability 

guidelines, assessment tools  

and criteria.

•  Promote water sensitive urban 

design in developments at a 

catchment and regional level.

•  Promote the planting of street 

trees in the urban landscape.
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CLIMATE ADAPTATION

•  Manage our built and natural 

assets to minimise risks to public 

health and safety, property and 

infrastructure.

•  Factor climate change 

considerations into the design of 

our city’s infrastructure and built 

assets and the management of  

our natural assets.

•  Work with agencies involved in 

the response to emergency events 

to address risks and hazards and 

protect health and wellbeing.

•  Build community resilience 

through planning and preparing 

for emergency events.

•  Build community understanding  

of opportunities to mitigate risk 

and avoid hazards associated  

with climate change and  

natural hazards.

WASTE AND RESOURCE 
RECOVERY

Minimise waste going to landfill  

and optimise local investment  

in recycling.
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Our current 
environment plans  
listed below are under 
review to reflect the 
Community Plan 2035.

CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 
2008–2013

Under review 2014–15

•  Prepare for change and  

manage uncertainty

•  Protect resources and ecosystems

•  Build knowledge and  

support action

•  Protect community health  

and wellbeing 

• Create a low emissions City.

WATER FUTURES 2008–2013

Under review 2014–15

•  Maximise the reuse of  

wastewater, rainwater,  

stormwater and grey water

•  Promote water sensitive 

development

•  Minimise polluting discharge 

to watercourses and water 

dependent ecosystems and 

maintain environmental flows

•  Manage stormwater to protect 

and minimise risk to property 

infrastructure and public health 

and safety

NATIVE VEGETATION 
STRATEGY 2010–2014

Under review 2014–15

•  Conserving natural areas and 

connecting habitats

• Responding to climate change

• Integrating fire risk management

• Improving urban biodiversity

ENERGY FUTURES 2010–2014

Under review 2014–15

• Energy infrastructure and assets

• Energy supply and demand

• Community vitality and leadership

WASTE TO WEALTH STRATEGY 
2005–2007

Under review 2014–15

• Reuse stormwater and wastewater 

• Reuse or recycle waste materials 

•  Increase the community’s 

awareness of how to save energy, 

water and other resources

•  Support businesses that convert 

waste into a resource

•  Identify opportunities to create 

new industries that reduce, reuse 

and recycle waste.
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APPENDIX

VIBRANT 
RESILIENT COMMUNITESLIVEABLE CONNECTED CITY

Placemaking

Suburb Improvement

Noarlunga RCe

Seaford DCe

Aldinga DCe

Christie Downs 

Morphett Vale 
(Main South Road)

Aberfoyle Hub

Coast

Southern Transit 
Corridor*

Aldinga* 

Bowering Hill*

Sellicks*

Port Stanvac*

•  Public Transport

•  Walk/Cycle

•  Roads, Freight, 
Tourism

•  Community Transport

Development Plan 
Amendments:

Christie Downs NCe

Aldinga DCe

Seaford Dce

Hackham SE (North)

Local Heritage

Bulky Goods

General Residential

Activity Centres

Character Preservation, 
Townships, Rural, 
Tourism

Climate Change

Employment Lands

Moana Sands

Maslin Beach Tourism 
and Recreation

Youth

Positive Ageing

Community 
Development, 
Leadership and 
Learning

Arts and Cultural 
Development

History and Heritage

Recreation and 
Open Space

Recreational Trails

Sports and Active 
Recreation

 Integrated 
Movement
and Transport

Land Use
 Community 
Capacity 
and Culture

 Healthy Active
Lifestyles

COMMUNITY PLAN 2035 –



27ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 2014–19 

VIBRANT 
RESILIENT COMMUNITESLIVEABLE CONNECTED CITY

Placemaking

Suburb Improvement

Noarlunga RCe

Seaford DCe

Aldinga DCe

Christie Downs 

Morphett Vale 
(Main South Road)

Aberfoyle Hub

Coast

Southern Transit 
Corridor*

Aldinga* 

Bowering Hill*

Sellicks*

Port Stanvac*

•  Public Transport

•  Walk/Cycle

•  Roads, Freight, 
Tourism

•  Community Transport

Development Plan 
Amendments:

Christie Downs NCe

Aldinga DCe

Seaford Dce

Hackham SE (North)

Local Heritage

Bulky Goods

General Residential

Activity Centres

Character Preservation, 
Townships, Rural, 
Tourism

Climate Change

Employment Lands

Moana Sands

Maslin Beach Tourism 
and Recreation

Youth

Positive Ageing

Community 
Development, 
Leadership and 
Learning

Arts and Cultural 
Development

History and Heritage

Recreation and 
Open Space

Recreational Trails

Sports and Active 
Recreation

 Integrated 
Movement
and Transport

Land Use
 Community 
Capacity 
and Culture

 Healthy Active
Lifestyles

COMMUNITY PLAN 2035 –

   

Key
•    Chapters combined in a 

consolidated Strategy

*    Structure Plan (state government 
responsibility)

RCe    Regional Centre

DCe   District Centre

NCe     Neighbourhood Centre

 PROSPEROUS 
ECONOMY

 SUSTAINABLE
ENVIRONMENTS

 COUNCIL 
OF EXCELLENCE

VIBRANT 
RESILIENT COMMUNITES

Environmental Health

Animal Management

Emergency 
Management

•  Tourism

•  Small and Medium
Enterprises

•  Digital Economy

•  Investment Attraction

•  Migration and 
Population

•  Regional Trade

Coast and Natural 
Resources

Green Buildings, 
Streets and City

Climate Adaptation

Waste and Resource 
Recovery

•  A great place to work

•  Governance

•  Engagement and 
Communications

•  Strategic and 
Corporate Systems

•  Technology

Long Term 
Financial Plan

Corporate Asset 
Management Plan

Corporate Services
 Financial 
Sustainability

Community Safety
 Economic 
Growth and 
Investment

Environment

STRONG VIBRANT COMMUNITIES
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