
Verge  
planting  
guide



Thank you for 
helping to make 
our towns and 
neighbourhoods 
beautiful and green.
The verge is the area between the road and  
your property boundary. It can have lawn, 
landscaping or a garden. 

This guide helps you create a great verge. 

We have provided five verge designs that we  
hope will inspire you. Of course, we would love  
to see your own innovative designs.

The City of Onkaparinga owns the verges in the 
council area. It is responsible for street trees on 
verges and for safe public access across verges.

We ask that you follow these guidelines to help 
us. You will also be helping the environment and 
adding to the beauty of your neighbourhood.

For further information on anything in this guide, 
please see our website or contact our Customer 
Relations team on 8384 0666.
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What is a verge?

A verge (or nature strip) is the area between 
your property boundary and the road.  
It can have lawn, landscaping or a garden. 

Verges vary in length and width, and  
some properties don’t have them at all.

Some urban and rural verges contain  
native plants that are protected by law.

Verges are public spaces 

•  They are used by walkers, people  
(and pets) getting in and out of cars,  
and householders for their rubbish bins. 

•  They are the location for public services 
such as gas, water and sewerage,  
and power lines.

Why landscape or plant the verge?

There are many benefits from landscaping  
or planting the verge.

•  You create a more beautiful environment  
for you and your neighbourhood, making it a 
more enjoyable and comfortable place to be.

•  You build habitat for creatures such  
as bees and butterflies and increase  
urban biodiversity. And you help local 
wildlife by linking natural areas and 
reserves with more green space.

•  You help cool the streets and reduce  
the rate of global warming. The more  
plants you have, the cooler it can be.

•  With more plants, you reduce the  
loss of rainwater and help with  
stormwater management.

•  You can increase the value and  
appeal of your property. And you  
get additional garden space.

Who is responsible for verges?

Verges are owned by the council because 
they are classified as part of the public road 
under the Local Government Act 1999.

The council is responsible for:

• street trees on verges

• safe public access across verges

•  maintaining existing native vegetation  
on verges.

Householders:

• can landscape or plant on their verge

• are responsible for maintaining their verge

• should consider the safety of the public

• must follow council rules and guidelines 

•  must not remove trees or native vegetation 
without approval.

Landscaping and planting

Verge Planting Guide 4



Can do

If you plan on simply planting on your  
verge in-line with these guidelines, you  
do not need council approval. 

If you would prefer to not have weed-killing 
chemicals on the verge in front of your house, 
you can request to be added to our Spray Free 
Register - visit onkaparingacity.com 

Should do

Contact Before You Dig Australia to avoid 
damaging underground pipes and cables  
- it’s a free service. Visit byda.com.au

Must do

If you plan on installing pavers,  
retaining walls or rocks, you must seek  
council approval before you start.

Can’t do

•  Plant trees on the verge  
– only the council can do this.

•  Use synthetic turf – this has no cooling  
or biodiversity benefits.

•  Use declared plants – these are weeds that 
significantly threaten the natural environment, 
public safety or primary production. To see a list 
of declared weeds, visit pir.sa.gov.au/weeds 

•  Modify council infrastructure such  
as the footpath or kerbside.

• Letterboxes should be placed on the property 
boundary and not on the verge. This makes 
it easier for larger trucks to access the kerb 
without damaging your letterbox.

• Remove trees or native vegetation  
from your verge.

Before you landscape or plant on  
the verge, you should know what  
you can, should, must and can’t do.

Before you start
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Tips for selecting plants

•  Select multiples of the same plant. 
Planting in odd numbered groups 
can create impact. 

•  Choose plants that contrast well 
with each other. This includes varying 
foliage colours, from all shades of 
green to grey or variegated. 

•  Think about the textural differences 
in plants such as strappy leaf, tall 
and straight, flat and colourful.

•  Get colourful by choosing plants  
with bright foliage or that collectively 
flower all year round.

•  Choose the right plant for the right 
location, considering the shade and 
light, plant size etc.

•  Think about how much maintenance 
you want to perform and how much 
time you have for keeping the plants 
in check.

•  Choose plants that can improve  
habitat for local native wildlife.

Before you start:

Scope out your verge

Measure your verge, identifying:

•  existing trees, poles, native vegetation  
and service points

• vehicle and pedestrian access

• kerbside bin placement

• shade and sun patterns.

Decide what sort of verge you want

Consider design aspects such as:

• purpose: attracting animals, growing edibles, 
adding to street beauty, responding to climate 
change, saving water, or reducing maintenance

• context: your garden, the streetscape, the 
neighbourhood, nearby parks and reserves

• design elements: line, form, texture, 
colour and scale

• cost: materials, labour and ongoing maintenance.

Draw up a plan

• make a list of the materials and tools you will need.

Choosing plants is a mixture of personal 
preference and the requirements of the site.

When choosing plants, please consider:

•  height – plants should be kept to lower  
than 600mm to allow adequate vision  
for vehicle access

•  safety – sharp, thorny or poisonous plants  
should be avoided (as should tripping hazards)

• water usage and climate impacts.

Remember that if you choose edible plants,  
fallen fruit should be composted to prevent  
the spread of pest insects and disease.

You can find out more about plants from:

• your local nursery or community garden

•  the labels on plants that show how big they  
grow and what type of conditions they prefer

•  Plant Selector from the Botanic  
Gardens of South Australia  
– plantselector.botanicgardens.sa.gov.au

•  Green Adelaide’s garden guides 
– greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/resources
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Street trees
Only the council can plant trees on the verge. 
You can apply to have a tree planted on your  
verge through our Adopt a Tree program.

Please protect the existing trees on your verge: 
do not cut or damage tree roots and, when 
landscaping, consider how you can preserve 
trees’ vital root systems.

Water and soil retention
Verge gardens are a great way to get more moisture 
into the soil and reduce stormwater runoff.

You can form a swale in verge gardens, i.e. shape 
the soil to have a small depression in the middle 
of the verge. This limits the loss of mulch and soil, 
reduces water loss, and collects water when it rains. 

Mulch can retain moisture and reduce weeds.  
There are a range of different organic mulches 
(leaf litter, bark chip and straw) and inorganic 
(pebbles, screening and gravel). Aim for 
50-100mm depth of mulch, with no more 
than 50mm around the base of trees.

Hard landscapes
If you are installing hard landscapes such  
as paving, retaining walls or rocks, you will  
need approval from us. To apply to alter a  
public road, visit onkaparingacity.com/permits

Make sure pavers or other hard surfaces 
are not tripping hazards. You could consider 
professional installation. 

Pedestrians
Paths should be kept clear and, where there  
are no paths, 1.5 metres should be left for 
pedestrian access. Your garden design should  
leave space for car parking in front of the verge.  

Make sure any shaping and mounding of the verge 
is very gradual to ensure the safety of pedestrians.

Concrete garden borders or retaining walls on  
or near the footpath are not recommended as  
they can create tripping hazards for pedestrians. 
You can use lawn, mulch, compacted crushed rock 
or professionally installed pavers (permit required).

Kerbside bins
Don’t forget to leave space for your kerbside  
bins when planning your landscaping. 

For more information check out the  
bin FAQs at onkaparingacity.com/waste

Debris and pollution
Build a small depression in verge gardens to  
reduce debris on the footpath and in the drains.

Sweep up materials such as soil or mulch 
from footpaths and gutters to prevent 
stormwater pollution. 

Safe work
Always keep tools and other items off the road  
and footpath for the safety of yourself and others.

If permitted, you may want to park your car  
in front of the verge when you’re working there,  
to act as a buffer from the traffic on the road.

Maintenance
If you modify the verge, it is your responsibility 
to maintain it and replenish the materials.

Keep the verge looking good by cutting the 
grass, pruning plants and hedges, weeding, 
and tidying up mulch and crushed rock.

Letterboxes
Letterboxes should be placed on the  
property boundary and not on the verge.

Trees are awesome
They provide shelter and food for birds and 
other wildlife, beautify our neighbourhoods, 
and cool our streets and planet.

That’s why we have a target to plant 
100,000 new trees on street verges and  
in waterways and parks by 2037. 

Tips and guidelines
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We have created five sample verge designs that 
meet the guidelines. We hope they inspire you to 
create your own great space.

If you decide to use one of these designs, be sure  
to check the length and width of the verge and 
adjust the number of plants accordingly.

Landscape plans
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Dryland gardens don’t have to  
be boring! 

Dryland plants are colourful and tough 
and when used in conjunction with 
coloured sand, gravel and edging they 
can create a striking landscape.

This design uses geometric shapes 
and a combination of soft grasses 
and colourful shrubs to achieve a 
contemporary style.

These plants are tough and once 
established will survive on natural 
rainfall.

Cushion Bush (compact) 
Leucophyta brownii ‘Silver Nugget’

Kangaroo Grass 
Themeda triandra

Poa 
Poa labillardieri

Red Flowering Emu Bush  
Eremophila maculata var. brevifolia 

*Aluminium edging professionally installed

Dryland garden
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This design has a natural and relaxed 
feel, suited to the coast. 

The plants are spaced and grouped 
randomly to give that real coastal feel 
and the plant foliage is varied in texture, 
colour and shape. 

Sand or gravel mulch contrasts with  
the foliage and highlights the bright 
flowers of the pigface. 

The natural garden can be designed 
to be low maintenance using local 
native plant species best suited to the 
soils and climate of this region. Once 
established, it will require less fertiliser 
and watering.

Natural coastal 
garden

Pig Face / Karkalla 
Carpobrotus rossii

Sea Berry Saltbush 
Rhagodia candolleana

Coast Flax Lilly 
Dianella brevicaulis

Cushion Bush (compact) 
Leucophyta brownii ‘Silver Nugget’
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Flowering meadow garden

A flowering meadow garden has a wild aesthetic. 

The garden is rich in colours and textures and it 
provides interest year-round. It’s also a rich source 
of food and habitat for insects and birds. 

The garden is fairly low maintenance. 

Flowers will come and go throughout the year 
and should become self-sustaining. You can 
add more species by adding more seeds in early 
spring or autumn.

The garden will need regular watering, by hand or 
an irrigation system. The garden will need some 
care in winter so it has a long life.

To see an example of a small meadow garden 
we have planted, visit Robert Wright Reserve 
on New England Drive, Woodcroft.

Meadow preparation

1. Remove all weeds by hand  
or treat with herbicide.

2. Till the soil and add compost 
and manure. Rake flat.

 Be careful not to damage 
the roots of nearby trees.

3. Mix seeds with sand or vermiculite 
and spread evenly over the surface.

4. Cover with a very thin layer of 
pea straw or similar mulch.

5. Carefully roll or press pea straw 
to give the seeds good soil contact.

6. Water daily and monitor germination.

7. Remove any weeds during 
the germination period.

8. Once the flowers have grown 
sufficiently, water twice weekly 
(more during hot periods).

Be careful not to plant 
declared weed species.



Grow fresh fruit, vegetables and  
herbs with this edible garden design. 
The possibilities are almost endless.

Be sure to include a few flowering 
plants to lure pollinators and  
increase crop yields. And make sure  
to include a few native foods as well.

Seasonal vegetables and herbs

Tomatoes, peas, beans, thyme, chilli, 
basil, spinach, lettuce, …

Native vegetables and herbs

Kunzea, Warrigal greens, pigface, 
native mint, midyim (midgen) berries

Muntries 
Kunzea pomifera

Rosemary (upright form) 
Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Tuscan Blue’

Bay Leaf 
Laurus nobilis

Lavender 
Lavandula sp.

Edible garden
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Native Rosemary 
Westringia ‘Aussie Box’

Native Fuchsia 
Correa pulchella

Common Everlasting 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum

Black Anther Flax Lilly 
Dianella revoluta

This garden combines the symmetry 
and repetition of formal gardens with 
native plants.

Natives like westringia and lilly pilly 
can be clipped, shaped and made  
into hedges.

Natives also attract wildlife and  
are generally drought tolerant.

Native formal 
garden
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Thank you for considering a 
verge garden - make it a space 
for you and others to enjoy!

For more information 
phone 8384 0666 or visit 
onkaparingacity.com


