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MAINTAINING 
AND DEVELOPING 
HERITAGE-LISTED  

PROPERTIES

A guide  
for owners

Our heritage, shaped by 
nature and history, is an 
inheritance passed from one 
generation to the next. 

It helps us to tell stories and 
understand where and how 
previous populations lived.

CONSERVING OUR  
BUILT HERITAGE
Our heritage, shaped by nature and history,  
is an inheritance passed from one generation to  
the next. It helps us to tell stories and understand 
where and how previous populations lived. It is 
important to preserve our heritage-listed places  
for future generations as they provide an important 
view into our unique history and culture.

The City of Onkaparinga is the largest metropolitan 
council in South Australia. We have a varied 
landscape with hills and coastal regions, rural 
farmland and suburban housing, we also have 
strong viticulture and areas of light industry. 

This being the case, our heritage is diverse 
and includes residences, institutional, religious, 
educational, commercial and agricultural 
properties, monuments, gardens, tourist attractions, 
landscapes and more.

We are committed to the conservation of our built 
heritage and recognise the benefit of a broad 
approach to heritage conservation. In doing so, we 
incorporate statutory protection along with a grants 
scheme and a heritage advisory service.
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“ It has been said that,  
at it’s best, preservation 
engages the past in a 
conversation with the 
present over a a mutual 
concern for the future.”

William Murtagh, first keeper  

of the National Register of Historic Places

APPROACH TO  
HERITAGE CONSERVATION
Heritage buildings are best maintained when  
they are used. The use of the building could  
be the long-term use already associated with  
the building or a compatible use that requires  
minimal alterations to the building and its context.

Understand your building

•  Undertake an assessment of the existing  
condition of the building. This can include  
a list of defects, drawings and photographs.

•  Research historical photographs and documents 
to understand alterations to the building.

•  Identify the elements of historical significance  
or historic fabric of the buildings.

•  Seek the advice of a heritage architect  
if necessary

Seek professional advice

Consider getting help from the following 
professionals and tradespersons:

•  heritage advisors

•  heritage architects

•  specialist consultants: structural engineers

•  specialist trades and contractors

WHAT IS BUILT HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION?
Built heritage conservation is defined as all the 
processes and works that are undertaken to protect 
and enhance the heritage fabric of a listed place.

The aim of heritage conservation should be to 
ensure that the cultural significance of heritage-
listed places are maintained over time and that  
any works undertaken do not compromise the 
heritage significance. 

The underlying philosophy of heritage conservation 
in Australia is expressed in the Australia ICOMOS 
Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural 
Significance, commonly known as the Burra Charter.

We have prepared this information guide for 
owners of local heritage-listed properties, to provide 
guidance on maintenance and restoration works to 
the heritage-listed structures. This guide also provides 
information on approvals required before work 
commences and financial assistance that is available.
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The City of Onkaparinga 
region encompasses a history 
of european settlement centred 
around the development of  
the original townships, which  
are now living examples of 
heritage precincts.

•  Investigate the cause of a problem using invasive 
and non-invasive techniques. For example, remove 
a section of render to view the substrate or remove 
some floorboards to inspect sub-floor area.

•  Identify previous works that have been undertaken.

•  Target the remedial work to the problem.

•  Recognise that the apparent solution to one 
problem may cause other problems. For 
example, installation of an agricultural drain to fix 
salt damp in a building can exacerbate cracking, 
or increasing soil moisture content to address 
cracking can exacerbate salt damp.

•  Consider removing or rectifying previous  
works that are unsympathetic. 

Additions and internal alterations

For minor additions, such as a new window  
or door, the design solution should aim to be  
similar in scale, style and detail to the existing.

For major additions or a new structure  
adjacent, consider the following aspects:

•  Provide a contemporary detail and design  
that is sympathetic to the scale and  
proportion of the heritage building.

•  Simple, small-scale, rectangular  
additions work best most of the time.

•  New works should be easily identified  
without being highly contrasted.

Maintain your building

Set up a maintenance checklist with a list  
of tasks and their frequency. Frequency could be 
categorised as annual, bi-annual or monthly.

Annual check-ups could include: 

• timberwork

• white ant activity

• stormwater system

•  masonry for cracking or evidence of salt damp

• cleaning gutters 

Priortise the work. It is best to start with  
the roof and work down.

Implement cyclical preventative maintenance  
work to maintain building fabric. This can avoid 
more extensive and costly works. For instance, 
maintain timberwork, maintain pointing in  
masonry with a soft lime mortar.

Remedial works

•  Following the maintenance check, identify 
 the works that are necessary to maintain the 
building and keep it useful.

•  Follow the principle of – do as much  
as is necessary but as little as possible.

•  Take a cautious, planned approach and resist  
the urge to immediately restore or fix an issue.

•  Identify the location and extent of a problem.
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“ Historic preservation  
clearly does much more 
than preserve bricks and 
mortar. It recognizes that 
our built history connects 
us in tangible ways with our 
past and provides context 
for the places we occupy  
and the world we live in.”

Craig Potts, Executive Director of the Kentucky  

Heritage Council and State Historic Preservation Officer

•  Use modern, cost-effective materials compatible 
with traditional styles and materials, which can 
give the new building a simple look.

•  Materials selected for additions should  
be compatible with the materials of the  
existing structure.

•  Maintain the prominence of the historic building.

Use compatible materials and techniques

•  Keep as much of the historic fabric as possible. 
For example, repair sections of timber window 
joinery rather than replacing the whole window.

•  Use traditional lime mortars suitable for the work. 
There are different types of lime. Hydrated lime 
or lime putty is usually best for ‘sacrificial’ renders 
and mortars.

•  Use corrugated iron roof sheeting  
instead of zincalume.

•  Use appropriate paint or lime wash  
to allow masonry to breathe. Don’t paint  
masonry to ‘protect’ it.

Record work

Keep a record of works undertaken such as 
drawings, before and after photos etc for your 
records and future reference.

HERITAGE ADVISORY SERVICE
We provide free expert architectural advice for 
property owners of local heritage places and 
contributory items within the City of Onkaparinga. 
The advice provided will generally relate to:

•  maintenance and conservation works

•  redevelopment and additions  
to heritage buildings

•  information on local contractors and builders

•  pre-lodgement advice for  
development applications.

BUILDING APPROVALS
Development approval is required for any  
works that materially affect the heritage structure. 
You must obtain the necessary approvals before 
undertaking any work. 

For more information visit  
www.onkaparingacity.com/development_enquiry

MORE INFORMATION
For more information, contact the  
Built Heritage Planner on 8384 0666 or  
visit www.onkaparingacity.com/builtheritage


