Installing an on-site wastewater system

We recommend checking the City of Onkaparinga ‘Wastewater
management’ webpage to confirm what wastewater management
options are available for your suburb—sewer, on-site, or CWMS.
Where more than one option is listed you may need to call council to
confirm which option is required for your site.

• SEWER: The sewer system is operated by SA Water. All

wastewater generated from the home is piped off-site to a
wastewater treatment plant.

• ON-SITE: All of the wastewater generated in the home is

disposed of on the site. The wastewater is collected in a septic
tank or aerobic system*. The solids settle and remain in the
septic tank. They need to be pumped out by a licensed liquid
waste contractor on average every 4 years. The wastewater flows
from the septic tank into an approved land application measure
such as a soakage trench or irrigation area (explained below).

• CWMS: A Community Wastewater Management System

(CWMS) is operated in some suburbs, such as Willunga,
McLaren Vale, McLaren Flat, Clarendon, Maslin Beach and parts
of Sellicks Beach. With CWMS the wastewater generated on
each site is collected into a septic tank. The solids settle and
remain in the septic tank. They need to be pumped out by a
licensed liquid waste contractor on average every 4 years. The
wastewater is piped off-site through the CWMS network to a
treatment plant.

* An aerobic system is officially called an Aerated Wastewater
Treatment System (AWTS). It is a secondary treatment system.
The installation or alteration of any wastewater system that is
not covered by SA Water must be approved by Council and a
wastewater works application needs to be submitted.
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•

From the time of lodgement of a complete application (including
fees), an applicant can expect to wait up to 8 weeks for
approval – and sometimes more if the assessing officer finds
that more information is required.

•

The SA Health ‘Wastewater Management’ webpage contains
links to the wastewater regulations and codes. You can access
an electronic copy of the SA Health On-Site Wastewater
Systems Code (April 2013), which provides information on the
requirements for design of on-site wastewater systems. See:
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/
public+content/sa+health+internet/public+health/water+quality/
wastewater/wastewater

•

The City of Onkaparinga ‘Wastewater Management’ webpage
contains resources to assist you including the Wastewater
Works Application form, See https://www.onkaparingacity.com/
Services-and-projects/Wastewater-Management-andApplications

•

If you would like to discuss your situation with the City of
Onkaparinga Environmental Health Team they can be
contacted on phone 08 8384 0666 or
communitysafetygeneral@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au.
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