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1. Background  

1.1. Storybook Walk, Thalassa Park 

The Storybook Walk is a sculpture park created by the City of 
Onkaparinga.  In 1978 Mrs Margaret Cutten and Mrs Ann Burton donated 
Thalassa Farm to the community and the land was transformed into an 
informal recreation area for community use. Today, Thalassa Park is 
popular with local residents and visitors, as it offers a variety of activities 
for both young and old. 

It began in 2007 with the objective to raise the profile of and celebrate 
Australian writers and poets and their works, by bringing characters from 
some of the best loved children’s books to life. 

Since 2007 14 permanent artworks referencing children’s picture books 
have been installed. To view a full list and images of these artworks 
please visit www.onkaparingacity.com/publicart/storybookwalk  

1.2. About the project 

The next artwork for Storybook Walk will be based on ‘Fancy Pants’ by 
Kelly Hibbert, illustrated by Amanda Graham. 

Up to three artists will be contracted to develop concept designs, selected 
from an open call for expressions of interest. The project requires the 
artists to work in conjunction with the City of Onkaparinga and the 
designated project team. 

The project is being funded by the Thalassa Parks and Gardens Trust and 
the City of Onkaparinga. 

The City of Onkaparinga will care for and maintain the completed work. 

1.3. Location 

The Storybook Walk is located within Thalassa Park on Windebanks Road, 
Aberfoyle Park. 

Travelling east on Windebanks Road, the entrance to Thalassa Park is on 
the left. There is parking near the playground/toilet facilities and the 
Storybook Walk slopes south along the path from this point. 

2. The work of art 

2.1. Broad concepts 

We seek to commission artwork that will: 

 be work/s of high artistic quality 

 reference the Australian classic book themes and characters  
(see section 2.2) 

 complement the location and feel of Storybook Walk 

 encourage interaction, particularly for children. 

Community feedback has consistently indicated an interest towards 
unintended play to be incorporated into future artwork for Storybook Walk 
to engage visitors. 
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There is also potential for an artist/team to design an art response that 
creates linkages to the playground and broader park environment.  

The exact location for any proposed artwork is to be confirmed with artists 
at the Design Development stage of the project. 

The artists are encouraged to exercise artistic expression and freedom on 
this project. The work will need to explore and refer to the themes 
specified in the brief. 

2.2. Essential component of the artwork 

The Storybook Walk depicts characters from children’s storybooks. As 
such, artists must consider, respect and incorporate the integrity of the 
chosen books. The publishers, authors and illustrators retain all rights to 
their original work. 

We are seeking the artwork to be created and installed by January 2022. 
The artwork is open to artistic interpretation of the entire story of Fancy 
Pants, 2016, by Kelly Hibbert (see section 8). Please note that the author 
and illustrator have requested a preference that the artwork includes a 
reference to one or more of the other characters in the story and the 
potential for interactivity with the work as part of the artistic response.  

The artwork must be based on the original literature and not subsequent 
promotional material or television shows. 

2.3. Ambience of the work 

Artworks are to: 

 have broad appeal to children, families and casual visitors to Thalassa Park 

 reflect the themes and concepts identified (section 2.1,2.2) 

 engage a broad and highly diverse audience 

 possess the capacity to attract varied attention through reflection, 
evocation and/or wonder and be visually appropriate and relevant to the 
other built and landscaped elements of the site/s.  

2.4. Materials 

The work(s) should: 

 be made of durable, robust, high-quality, low-maintenance materials 

 withstand the potential build-up of pollutants 

 be easily cleaned to remove dirt and general grime 

 be resistant to graffiti or treated with anti-graffiti coating 

 meet all relevant safety standards, City of Onkaparinga Work Health and 
Safety clauses as per the Terms and Conditions of purchase and avoid 
dangerous protrusions, sharp edges or entrapment 

 require minimal ongoing maintenance. 

2.5. Limitations and restrictions 

The public artwork/s are limited by the nature of the location. The public 
artwork must remain within the park boundaries and allow reasonable 
space to move around the work and the site. The work will be located in 
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public space open to the elements and to the possibility of vandalism and 
desecration. 

Existing artworks, trees and shrubs cannot be removed or negatively 
impacted upon by new artworks. 

Suitably engineered footings must be incorporated into the design, 
construction and installation and must be costed accordingly. If timber is 
used, recognised methods to control rot and termites should be utilised. 

Further considerations and restrictions may apply to specific sites. 

2.6. Practical considerations 

The work will: 

 comply with all relevant Australian Standards and Building Codes and 
Regulations 

 consider long term maintenance requirements and costs be a lasting 
addition to the public art assets of the city, with a 10-15-year lifespan for 
permanent public artworks and a condition assessment by City of 
Onkaparinga after five years. 

3. Budget 

Shortlisted artists selected to develop concepts will be paid a $1000 fee to develop 
concept designs, of which one will be selected for commission. 

The total commission budget is $15,000 (ex GST) and must include delivery costs 
and installation requirements (engineering, drawings, footings, rust and termite 
control, coatings etc.). 

This budget will be overseen by the Public Art Project Officer. Payment method will 
be negotiated with the selected artist(s) to ensure progress payments are made to 
cover start-up and development costs. An agreed balance will be paid on 
completion and installation of the final artwork. 

The time for payment is 30 days from end of month in which the invoice is 
received. Payments will not be made on delivery. Invoices must be addressed in 
accordance with the details provided on the purchase order. 

4. Acknowledgement by the City of Onkaparinga 

The City of Onkaparinga will acknowledge the artist(s), project, commissioner and 
any project partners in a manner fitting to site. The artist(s) of the work will be 
acknowledged in any publicity or promotional materials regarding the project.
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5. Timeframe  

Action Description Due date 

Expression of 
interest 

Artists invited to submit Expression of 
Interest 

7 April –  3 May 2021 

 

EOI assessment by 
Onkaparinga Public 
Art Reference 
Team (OPART) 

Shortlist up to three artist(s) 27 May 2021 

Site briefing and 
concept 
development 

Selected shortlisted artists/teams will 
be briefed at the site. Each artist/artist 
team is contracted to develop concept 
design proposals. 

Early June 2021 

Concept design 
proposal 
presentation to the 
Public Art Project 
Advisory Panel 
(PAPAP) 

The shortlisted artist/teams will 
present their concept proposal. One 
concept to be selected for commission. 

Concepts due 20 July 
2021 

Presentations - 29 July 
2021  

Design 
development (DD) 

The selected artists/artist team will be 
contracted to fully resolve the design, 
the budget and ensure the successful 
proposal meets all safety, engineering 
and other requirements by PAPAP. 

19 August - 30 
September 2021 

DD Due Oct 1 2021 

Commission 
agreement  

The artist will be contracted through a 
commissioning agreement to produce 
the artwork. 

22 October 2021 

Fabrication Artist to enter fabrication phase and 
include a studio visit from PAPO 

October – December 
2021  

Installation Artist to arrange installation (with 
council support) after approval received 
on final design and installation method. 

January - February 2022  

Official launch of 
artwork 

Opening event/Family Fun Day at 
Thalassa Park 

Early March 2022 
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6. Expressions of interest 

Expressions of interest (EOI) must be forwarded to the attention of Project 
Officer - Public Art, City of Onkaparinga by 11pm, Sunday 2 May 2021 via 
mail@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au 

Expressions of interest are to be formatted into one PDF file and must 
include: 

 a statement in response to the artist brief, the site and the EOI selection 
criteria (no more than one page) 

 a current curriculum vitae (no more than two pages) 

 image examples of previous work (no more than five) as jpeg files  
(300 dpi) labelled to include the year the work was produced and other 
relevant information 

 names and contact details of two referees. 

Artists are not required to provide concept drawings, models or maquettes 
for the EOI submission and are specifically requested not to send original 
support material. 

6.1. Expression of interest – assessment criteria 

The Onkaparinga Public Art Reference Team will shortlist applicants 
to a maximum of three, assessing submissions on the following: 

 examples of artwork of high artistic merit 

 an understanding of the brief 

 an ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas 

 an ability to work on projects within timelines and budgets. 

6.2. Shortlisted artist – concept proposal preparation 

Shortlisted artists will be required to present their proposals to the 
Public Art Project Advisory Panel (PAPAP), date and time to be 
advised). 

The concept design proposal is to include: 

 drawings, sketches, elevations and/or a model to convey the 
concept and scale of the proposed design 

 concept philosophy and description of concept proposal 

 indicative project budget indicating design development and 
installation costs 

 indication of materials and fabrication methods 

 indication of footings and fixings methodology where appropriate 

 outline of public safety, risk management and maintenance 

 fabrication and installation timeline. 

The successful proposal may require certification during the design 
development stage by a structural engineer, for material and 
structural strength and footing(s) specifications. 
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All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is achievable within 
the budget available. 

6.3. Concept design proposal - assessment criteria 

The artists/artist team concept design will be assessed against the 
following: 

 clear conceptual responses to the site and the brief 

 high quality, artistic and aesthetic concept design 

 response to the physical specifications of the brief (section 2) 

 capacity to meet the proposed budget and timeline 

 response to stakeholder information if required. 

7. Warranty 

The artist is to provide a warranty on all work and pay for any maintenance 
or structural costs to their work for a minimum of 12 months after 
installation. The maintenance does not pertain to general wear and tear or 
cleaning but is related to structural maintenance or design faults. 

8. De-accessioning or relocating the works 

If the City of Onkaparinga decides to de-accession the artwork(s) in total or in 
part the following steps are to be undertaken: 

 the artist is to be contacted 

 where possible the works are to be relocated to another suitable location 

 should an alternate location fail to be identified, the work may be 
offered back to the artist.  De-accessioning decisions will be at the 
discretion of the City of Onkaparinga. 

 In the case of vandalism or damage to artworks, City of Onkaparinga will 
undertake a public art condition assessment and will endeavour to contact 
the artist to offer the opportunity for them to quote to be involved in 
potential repair work. Repair or restoration work will be at the discretion of 
City of Onkaparinga.  

9. Contacts 

For further information and queries please contact: 

Anna Hughes, Public Art Project Officer (08) 8301 7327  

mail@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au  
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10. Reference material  

 

 

 
 


