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1. Background 

1.1. About the project 

Sturt River Linear Park Stage 3 (SRLPS3) 

The Sturt River Linear Park forms part of Adelaide’s Metropolitan Open 
Space System and is identified in the State Government’s 30 year plan for 
greater Adelaide as a specific target under its greenways policies 
spanning multiple local government areas. 

The Sturt River Linear Park Master Plan was developed by the Adelaide 
and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resource Management Board and was 
adopted by state and local government authorities. It seeks to establish a 
continuous public open space link from the Patawalonga Basin in Glenelg 
North to Frank Smith Park in Coromandel Valley with links to the Belair 
National Park. 

Sturt River Linear Park Stage 3 (SRLPS3) will link the existing path near 
the Institute building (along Main Road) and continue through to Horner’s 
Bridge (along Murrays Hill Road) in Coromandel Valley. The civil works 
will provide a shared use path and restored river environment for safe 
pedestrian and cyclist access for locals and visitors to experience the 
unique local heritage of Coromandel Valley. 

SRLPS3 is a result of considerable planning and community engagement 
over several years and has been developed by drawing on Coromandel 
Valley’s rich history, natural environment and indigenous and European 
heritage.  

The project is co-funded by the City of Onkaparinga (CoO), City of 
Mitcham (CoM) and the state government’s Department of Planning, 
Transport and Infrastructure. 

The SRLPS3 civil works will be undertaken in conjunction with the public 
art project.  

The project includes: 

• construction of an 800 metre long, 3 metre wide asphalt shared use 
path, including links to existing paths from adjacent residential 
areas 

• construction of boardwalks and bridges at river crossings and  
low-lying flood plain areas 

• installation of bench seats, picnic shelters and signage along the 

path in open areas or picturesque locations 

• vegetation removals and new landscape and creek restoration 
works along the river corridor 

• stormwater works associated with the new path construction 

• interpretative and wayfinding signage 

• public art. 

The main objective of the public art work is to: 

• create engaging work/s which responds to the flora and fauna 
along the SRLPS3 
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• enhance the experience of the natural environment for park users 
and interaction with the unique river precinct in which it is set. 

1.2. Commissioning organisation 

The CoO is renowned for its unique scenery, nature experiences, 
gastronomic delights, award winning wines and a wide range of 
community and cultural events and festivals which council both delivers 
or supports. 

The city is home to over 171,000 people from a range of social and 
cultural backgrounds across an area of 518 square kilometres. Most of 
the population live in established suburbs and residential estates, while 
others inhabit small coastal communities, farms and country towns. Many 
of our rural townships have important historical significance for the 
region and feature heritage listed buildings.  

We are committed to building strong vibrant communities through the 
provision of high-quality arts and cultural opportunities and projects.  

The CoO will care for and maintain the completed works. 

2. Site for commission 

SRLPS3 upstream and downstream ends are demarcated by the land below the 
Coromandel Institute building on Main Road and Horner’s Bridge on Murray’s 
Hill Road. See Appendix 1. 

2.1. The work of art 

The artist/artist teams are to use their creative vision, insights and skills 
to interpret the objectives of the project and develop a concept design 
for contemporary public artwork/s that are sympathetic to the site and its 
history. 

The shortlisted artist/artist teams will exercise their artistic expression 
and freedom in the development of the concept proposals and bring their 
own understanding to the project and approach the project requirements 
as a challenge and opportunity to achieve a creative conceptual outcome. 

There are many sites along this stretch of river that lend themselves to 
artistic interpretation of the flora and fauna as well as the natural 
architecture of the river itself. See Appendix 2 – examples of native flora 
and fauna. An important part of this project is to undertake creek 
restoration planting in a sustainable, ecological manner along the river 
corridor in addition to planting exotic plants for aesthetics. Both plant 
types have been incorporated into the landscape/creek restoration 
strategy for this project and are historically significant to the current 
design plan. The artist/artist teams will need to consider and incorporate 
this in the development of a concept design proposal. See Appendix 1 – 
concept design and landscaping plans. 

There is an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report and a 
Concept Design Report which provide detailed information about the 
history of the area and is available for research on request. Community 
feedback has been sought as part of the community engagement process 
and this feedback and has been considered in the development of this 
brief. 
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The landscape works for SRLPS3 introduces over 400 new trees and large 
shrubs to be planted over a one-year period, in addition, 20,000 saplings 
(sedges, groundcovers and small shrubs etc.) will be planted along the 
river corridor as well. 

2.2. Opportunities, limitations and expectations 

From the conceptual development stage of this project the artist/artist 
teams are not limited or restricted by a necessity to create object/s as 
the principal outcome for the proposal. There is the opportunity to work 
with the civil works planting, landscaping and wayfinding signage to 
aesthetically engage with the natural environment, creating a discreet 
experience for the park users that is integrated into the overall design.  

There will be urban furniture and footbridges as part of the civil works 
which are not included in the public art brief. The artist/artist teams will 
need to be sympathetic to these civil works and the overall landscaping 
concepts and plans and may choose to work with the design team to 
achieve an integrated outcome. 

2.3. Materials 

The work will need to: 

• be made of durable, robust, high quality, low maintenance 
materials  

• take into consideration that the area is subject to flooding and the 
materials and footings may be subject to this 

• withstand the potential build-up of pollutants 

• be easily cleaned to remove dirt and general grime 

• meet all relevant safety standards and avoid dangerous protrusions 
and sharp edges (the artwork will be internally assessed by council 
prior to approval) 

• require minimal ongoing maintenance 

• use materials that do not date or fade and compliment the 
surrounding natural environment 

• be resistant to vandalism and potential theft. 

2.4. Practical considerations 

The work: 

• must comply with all relevant Australian standards and building 
codes and regulations  

• must comply with the Artwork in Road Reserves Operational 
Instructions by the Department for Transport, Energy and 
Infrastructure and be designed with the shared path in mind (the 
artwork will be internally assessed prior to approval), see link below 
for further information.  

https://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/47366/DO
CS_AND_FILES-1586906-v4-Traffic_Management_-_AS1742_19_-
_Artwork_in_Road_Reserves_-_Operational_Instruction_19_.PDF 

• may be treated with anti-graffiti coating, depending on the final 
design and nature of materials used 

https://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/47366/DOCS_AND_FILES-1586906-v4-Traffic_Management_-_AS1742_19_-_Artwork_in_Road_Reserves_-_Operational_Instruction_19_.PDF
https://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/47366/DOCS_AND_FILES-1586906-v4-Traffic_Management_-_AS1742_19_-_Artwork_in_Road_Reserves_-_Operational_Instruction_19_.PDF
https://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/47366/DOCS_AND_FILES-1586906-v4-Traffic_Management_-_AS1742_19_-_Artwork_in_Road_Reserves_-_Operational_Instruction_19_.PDF
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• will consider long term maintenance requirements and costs 

• will be a lasting addition to the public art assets of the city 

• must conform to the CoO Occupational Health and Safety 
Standards.  

3. Budget 

A maximum of three shortlisted artist/artist teams will be selected to develop 
concepts and will be paid $1000 excluding GST for the development, 
preparation and presentation of concept design proposals. 

The project has a maximum budget of $27,000 (excluding GST) and must 
include artist fees, engineering reports (if required), drawings, footings, rust 
and termite control, fabrication, coatings, delivery of work and installation. 

This budget will be overseen by the Public Art Project Officer. Payment 
methods will be negotiated with the selected artist/artist team to ensure 
progress payments are made to cover start-up and development costs. 

An agreed balance will be paid on completion and installation of the final 
artwork in line with CoO purchasing terms and conditions. 

4. Acknowledgement by the CoO 

The CoO will acknowledge the artist/artist team, project, commissioner and any 
project partners in a manner fitting to the site. 

The artist/artist team will be acknowledged in all relevant publicity or 
promotional materials regarding the project. 
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5. Timeframe  

  
Phases Description Date 

Phase I 

Artist brief distributed Expression of Interest submission (EOI) 15 Jan 2019 –  
17 Feb 2020 

Shortlisting  Onkaparinga Public Art Reference Team 
(OPART) to shortlist artists to next phase  

3 Mar 2020 

Site briefing  Shortlisted artist/artist teams will be 
briefed at the site 

10 Mar 2020 

Phase II 

Concept assessment Shortlisted artists to present to Project 
Public Art Project Advisory Panel (PAPAP) 

15 Apr 2020 

Concepts reviewed by 
Key Stakeholders  

City of Mitcham, National Trust -
Coromandel Valley and Districts Branch, 
Friends of the Sturt Gorge 

22 Apr 2020 

Recommendations Successful artist/artist team announced  27 Apr 2020 

Phase III 

Design development  Selected artist/artist team will be 
contracted to further develop their design 

Final artworks to be submitted for 
approvals by council 

6 May 2020 

 

16 Jun 2020 

Phase IV 

Artwork installation Artist/artist team inducted to site  25 Aug 2020 
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6. Commissioning process 

EOI must be forwarded to the Public Art Project Officer via email to 
Anna.Hughes@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au by Monday 17 February 2020 at 12pm. 

EOI must be formatted into one PDF file and include: 

• a statement in response to the artist brief, the site and the EOI selection 
criteria (no more than one page) 

• current curriculum vitae (no more than two pages) 

• up to 10 images of previous public artworks (included in the PDF file) 
labelled with date and location demonstrating the artist/artist team 
capacity to deliver a high-quality outcome for this project 

• names and contact details of two referees. 

6.1. EOI assessment criteria 

OPART will shortlist up to three artists to progress to a more involved 
design proposal stage from which a successful proposal will be chosen. 

Assessment and shortlisting will be based on: 

• an understanding of the brief 

• previous examples of artwork of high artistic merit  

• an ability to develop concepts and communicate ideas 

• an ability to engage with communities 

• an ability to work on public art projects within timelines and 

budgets 

• experience with relevant materials (see item 2.3) 

• availability throughout the proposed project period. 

6.2. Shortlisted artist – concept development 

Shortlisted artists will be required to produce a concept design 
proposal and present this to PAPAP. 

The concept design proposal is to include: 

• drawings, sketches, elevations and/or product example to convey 

the concept and scale of the proposed design 

• an artist response to the brief  

• an itemised project budget  

• an indication of materials and fabrication methods 

• an outline of public safety, risk management and maintenance 

considerations for the life of the project 

• installation timeframes 

• a copy of relevant insurances (or willing to obtain if successful). 

6.3. Concept design assessment 

Concept design proposals will be assessed against the following: 

• response to the specifications of the brief (in section 2 and 6.2)  

• consideration of the Art on Road Reserves Instruction Manual (see 

link in item 2.4) 

mailto:Anna.Hughes@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au
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• capacity to project manage the fabrication and oversee the 
installation of the proposed work 

• artist/artist team agreeing to work in conjunction with CoO staff 
and designated design and project teams. 

7. Contacts 

For further information and queries please contact: 
Anna Hughes 
Public Art Project Officer 
Ph: 08 8301 7326 
Email: Anna.Hughes@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au 

 

mailto:Anna.Hughes@onkaparinga.sa.gov.au
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Appendix 2 – examples of native flora and fauna 

Native Flora and Fauna of Sturt River, Coromandel Valley 
 
  

Cunningham’s Skink 

 

Species  Egernia cunninghami 
Size:   30-40 cm length (including tail) 
Habitat 
Can be confused with blue tongues but has a pricklier 
looking body and spiny looking tail. It lives in crevices of 
rocky outcrops to bask in the sun and has even been seen 
living in rock walls around houses. Feeds on insects, flowers, 
berries, fungi and young leaves and shoots.  
Status:  
Endangered in SA. Still seen around the Coromandel Valley 
area but in isolated populations. Threats include habitat 
alteration and fragmentation as well as dogs, cats and cars. 
 

Eastern Water Skink 

 

Species  Eulamprus quoyii 
Size:   35 cm length (including tail) 
Habitat 
Shelters in burrows under rocks, logs and crevices and can be 
spotted when it comes out to bask in the sun. It is only found 
along permanent waterways. Feeds on insects, worms, snails, 
tadpoles, small frogs and lizards as well as native fruits. It 
requires healthy and diverse vegetation and doesn’t like neat 
and grassed areas.    
Status:  
Common along the major rivers around Adelaide.  
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Red-browed Finch 

 

Species  Neochmia temporalis 
Size:   11 cm length 
Habitat 
Also called Firetail due to its bright red tail. Found along edges of 
forests and parks. Likes to live near water with dense shrubs for 
protection. Feeds mainly on seeds of grasses and herbs and a few 
insects and fruit. Makes an untidy looking bottle shaped nest out 
of grass lined with feathers and hidden amongst dense and thorny 
bushes.   
Status  
It is still common around the Adelaide Hills, but numbers are 
declining in urban areas.  
 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

 

Species  Acrocephalus australis 

Size:   16-17 cm length 
Habitat 
Difficult to spot but can be heard living up to its name with 
melodious songs during spring and summer.  It moves north in 
winter. Can be found where there are reeds, dense vegetation and 
water. Feeds on insects.  
 

Status:  
Widespread but hard to spot due to camouflage.  
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Superb Fairywren 
 

Species  Malurus cyaneus 
 

Size   12-14 cm length 
 

Habitat  
Lives around woodlands but is also seen in parks and gardens. 
Likes to stay close to shelter of dense shrubs or bracken. Needs 
some low open vegetation to find food. Mainly eats insects but also 
small fruits and seeds.  
 

Status 
It is still common around the Adelaide Hills, but numbers are 
declining in urban areas.  
 

Striated Pardalote 

 

Species  Pardalotus striatus 

 

Size:   9-11 cm length 
 

Habitat 
Feeds on insects and larvae in tops of tall Eucalyptus trees. Lives 
in small groups. Nests are made close to the ground in tree holes, 
dug into earth banks or even cracks in walls. Entrances are 
guarded by the parents. 
 

Status:  
Widespread but hard to spot due to small size.  
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Laughing Kookaburra 

 

Species  Dacelo novaeguineae 

 

Size:   41-46 cm length 
 

Habitat 
Live in open woodlands and along water-courses but also seen around 
parks, farms and backyards. It feeds on insects, worms, snails and small 
reptiles as well as frogs.  
 
It needs a large hollow to make a nest. The young may stay with their 
family for a few years.  
 

Status  
Common in the Adelaide region but their numbers are declining.  
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Native fauna species and the native flora that they need for habitat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Blue-Banded Bee 

 

Species  Ameglilla chlorocyanea 

Size:   8-11 mm length 
Habitat 
Mainly lives in forests and woodlands but loves to 
visit nearby parks and gardens. The metallic blue bee 
mainly live alone. However, females will build nests 
in small groups. Each nest is a 10 cm tunnel dug into 
muddy ground like creek banks or under houses.  
 

This native bee does a great job at pollinating native 
plants and vegetables because it vibrates or “buzzes” 
flowers. It can sting when it feels threatened.   
 

Status Common around Adelaide but like most bees, 
their numbers are declining. 
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